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Case Name:  State of Ohio v. James Robert Clifford Carlson 
Case No:  Champaign App. No. 2021-CA-43; T.C. Case No. 2021-CR-132 
Panel:    Donovan, Epley, Lewis 
Author:   Ronald C. Lewis 
Summary:  Although the trial court erred in admitting other acts evidence to 

establish motive where motive was not a material issue at trial, the 
error was harmless.  Judgment affirmed. (Donovan, J., concurring in 
judgment only.)   

 
 
Case Name: In re A.R.M. 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 29458; T.C. Case No. G-2013-002824-2A 
Panel:   Tucker, Welbaum, Lewis       
Author:  Jeffrey M. Welbaum 
Summary: The trial court’s order, which found Mother in contempt for depriving 

Father of scheduled parenting time, was supported by sound 
reasoning and was not an abuse of discretion.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
 
Case Name:  Helen Stager v. City of Kettering, et al. 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 29525; T.C. Case No. 2021-CV-920 
Panel:   Tucker, Welbaum, Epley     
Author:  Michael L. Tucker 
Summary: The trial court correctly entered summary judgment for the City on 

the basis of political-subdivision immunity. The record fails to reveal 
a genuine issue of material fact as to whether appellant’s fall over a 
small retaining wall during an outdoor concert was attributable to a 
negligent act of a City employee. Judgment affirmed.  
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Case Name: State of Ohio v. Byron Hart 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 29252; T.C. Case No. 2019-CR-2749/1 
Panel:   Donovan, Welbaum, Epley       
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: Appellant’s statutory and constitutional speedy trial rights were not 

violated.  His convictions for improperly discharging a firearm at or 
into a habitation, aggravated possession of drugs, failure to comply 
with an order or signal of a police officer, having weapons while 
under disability, tampering with evidence, improper handling of a 
firearm in a motor vehicle, and falsification were supported by 
sufficient evidence and were not against the manifest weight of the 
evidence.  The trial court did not err in failing to merge having 
weapons while under disability with improper handling of a firearm in 
a motor vehicle or in imposing court costs and restitution.  The trial 
court did not err by denying appellant’s request to proceed pro se.  
However, the sentence imposed was not in compliance with the 
Reagan Tokes Act.  Judgment affirmed in part, reversed in part, and 
remanded for resentencing. 

 
 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Carmello Glaze  
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 29431; T.C. Case No. 2021-CR-2855 
Panel:    Tucker, Welbaum, Epley 
Author:   Christopher B. Epley 
Summary:  Appellant challenges the constitutionality of his indefinite sentences 

under the Reagan Tokes Act. As we have previously stated, R.C. 
2929.144 does not violate the separation of powers doctrine or 
deprive appellant of his due process rights. Likewise, the law does 
not violate his right to a jury trial. Finally, because the Reagan Tokes 
Act is constitutional, appellant’s attorney was not ineffective for 
failing to object in the trial court. Judgment affirmed.   

   
 
 
 


