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Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Sheldon K. Pearson  
Case No:  Champaign App. No. 2020-CA-11; T.C. Case No. 2019-CR-190 
Panel:   Tucker, Donovan, Welbaum     
Author:  Jeffrey M. Welbaum 
Summary: The trial court did not err in imposing consecutive sentences; it made 

all the required consecutive sentence findings at the sentencing 
hearing and in the sentencing entry, and the findings were not clearly 
and convincingly unsupported by the record. Also, appellant’s claim 
that the charging indictment was defective because it did not include 
all elements of the offense of failure to appear as required by 
recognizance does not warrant a reversal of appellant’s conviction, 
as appellant failed to object to the indictment in the trial court and 
failed to establish plain error.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  M. Angela Lelak (aka Siddall) v. John W. Lelak, Jr. 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 28872; T.C. Case No. 1982-DR-1530 
Panel:   Tucker, Hall, Welbaum   
Author:  Michael L. Tucker 
Summary: Under the terms of the parties’ final judgment and decree of divorce, 

appellant was awarded a portion of appellee’s retirement account, 
and appellee had an obligation to notify appellant of his withdrawal 
of funds from the retirement account.  The trial court abused its 
discretion and erred when it concluded that appellee was not in 
contempt of court based upon his failure to notify appellant of his 
withdrawal of funds from the retirement account and his failure to pay 
appellant her share of the account.  Judgment reversed and 
remanded.   

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Michael Keith 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 28805; T.C. Case No. 2020-CR-108 
Panel:   Tucker, Donovan, Welbaum       
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: State’s appeal.  The trial court erred in finding that the Reagan Tokes 
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Act violates the separation of powers doctrine and in imposing a 
definite two-year sentence contrary to the Act.  The judgment of the 
trial court is reversed, and the matter is remanded for resentencing. 

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Venzer A. Phifer, Jr. 
Case No:  Clark App. No. 2020-CA-13; T.C. Case No. 2019-CR-184 
Panel:   Tucker, Donovan, Welbaum       
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: There was sufficient evidence to support the jury’s findings of guilt 

for aggravated trafficking in drugs and aggravated possession of 
drugs, and these findings were not against the manifest weight of the 
evidence.  The State’s improper remarks during closing arguments 
did not rise to the level of plain error, and appellant was not denied 
his right to a fair trial.  Ample evidence of appellant’s guilt was 
adduced by the State, and the statements were not so inflammatory 
that appellant's convictions were the product of passion and 
prejudice rather than proof of guilt.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
 
 
 
 
    
   
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 


