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Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Robert T. Harsh 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 29337; T.C. Case No. 2021-CR-859 
Panel:   Donovan, Epley, Lewis       
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: Appellant’s guilty plea waived any error regarding the trial court’s 

determination of his competency to stand trial, and, even if this were 
not so, the record reveals no error relating to this issue.  There is also 
no evidence of insanity in the record.  Appellant consulted his 
counsel frequently and asked the trial court thoughtful questions 
regarding the plea proceedings.  At no point during the plea hearing 
did appellant indicate that he lacked the capacity to understand the 
nature of the proceedings or the implications of his guilty plea.  The 
record establishes that appellant had a rational understanding of the 
plea proceedings and the charge against him.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Chance Christopher Dennison 
Case No:  Champaign App. No. 2021-CA-42; T.C. Case No. 2021-CR-148 
Panel:   Donovan, Epley, Lewis       
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: Appellant entered guilty pleas, and the trial court considered the 

recidivism factors set forth in R.C. 2929.12 in imposing sentence.  
Pursuant to State v. Jones, 163 Ohio St.3d 242, 2020-Ohio-6729, 
169 N.E.3d 649, R.C. 2953.08(G)(2)(b) does not provide a 
mechanism for this court to modify or vacate appellant’s sentence. 
The trial court did not violate appellant’s right to appeal, right to trial 
by jury, right to counsel, right to due process, or the separation of 
powers in imposing an indefinite sentence pursuant to the Reagan 
Tokes Law.  Judgment affirmed. 
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Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Jennifer R. Roush 
Case No:  Greene App. No. 2021-CA-9; T.C. Case No. 2020-CR-399 
Panel:    Donovan, Welbaum, Epley 
Author:   Christopher B. Epley 
Summary: Appellant claims that the trial court failed to properly impose 

postrelease control at sentencing.  Because appellant has 
completely served her prison sentences in this case and she is not 
on postrelease control, the appeal is moot.  Appeal dismissed.   

 
Case Name:  Whitney Clements v. Christine Brown  
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 29311; T.C. Case No. 2021-CV-4189 
Panel:    Donovan, Epley, Lewis 
Author:   Ronald C. Lewis 
Summary:  Appellant cannot challenge on appeal the trial court’s issuance of a 

civil stalking protection order when she failed to file objections to the 
court’s adoption of the magistrate’s decision as required by Civ.R. 
65.1(G).  Even if she could challenge it, the trial court did not err in 
granting the civil stalking protection order after the parties consented 
in writing to enter it.  Judgment affirmed.    

 
Case Name:  Willie Coldly v. Fuyao Glass America, Inc. 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 29309; T.C. Case No. 2020-CV-3445 
Panel:   Tucker, Welbaum, Lewis    
Author:  Jeffrey M. Welbaum 
Summary: The trial court did not err in granting summary judgment against 

appellant, who had sued his employer for wrongful termination in 
violation of public policy. Appellant, an at-will employee, failed to 
satisfy the “jeopardy” element that must be met to maintain such 
actions.  While appellant claimed that his employer failed to provide 
a safe workplace as required by R.C. 4101.11 and R.C. 4101.12, 
appellant did not make clear to his employer when he complained 
about another employee that he was invoking a governmental policy 
as the basis for his complaint, rather than his own self-interest. 
Appellant gave the employer no indication that his complaint 
concerned the public at large rather than himself.  Because this 
failure was fatal to appellant’s claim, we need not address issues 
concerning the other elements needed to establish wrongful 
termination in violation of public policy. Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  Ricardo Jose Moreno v. Jessica Soto 
Case No:  Greene App. No. 2021-CA-44; T.C. Case No. 2020-DR-8 
Panel:   Welbaum, Epley, Lewis    
Author:  Jeffrey M. Welbaum 
Summary: The trial court did not err in filing a divorce decree based on an 

agreement of the parties that was read into the record.  Most matters 
that appellant alleges on appeal are based on evidence that is not in 
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the trial court record and cannot be considered.  In addition, while 
appellant claims fraud, she failed to file a motion with the trial court 
related to the alleged fraud before judgment was entered.  As a 
result, appellant’s proper remedy would be a motion for relief from 
judgment under Civ.R. 60(B).  The few items that can be considered 
on appeal do not demonstrate error, and in one of these instances, 
even if error occurred, it was harmless.  Judgment affirmed.  

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Valerie Lynn Rider 
Case No:  Champaign App. No. 2021-CA-12; T.C. Case No. 2020-CR-194 
Panel:   Tucker, Welbaum, Lewis 
Author:  Michael L. Tucker 
Summary: Following a jury trial, appellant was convicted of murder, felonious 

assault, and numerous other offenses. The trial court did not err by 
failing to instruct the jury on the inferior offenses of aggravated 
assault and voluntary manslaughter or on the lesser-included 
offense of involuntary manslaughter. The convictions were 
supported by sufficient evidence and were not against the manifest 
weight of the evidence. The record does not support appellant’s 
claims of ineffective assistance of counsel.  Judgment affirmed.   

  
   
 


