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Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Jameel Dyer 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 28671; T.C. Case No. 2018-CR-4256 
Panel:   Tucker, Welbaum, Epley     
Author:  Jeffrey M. Welbaum 
Summary: Appellant’s claim that the trial court lacked jurisdiction to try and 

convict him of rape because he did not waive his right to a jury trial 
in open court lacks merit. Contrary to appellant’s claim otherwise, 
appellant appeared in court and waived his right to a jury trial on the 
record.  In addition, appellant’s conviction for rape was supported by 
sufficient evidence and was not against the manifest weight of the 
evidence.  Judgment affirmed.  

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Anthony Deshawn Jordan 
Case No:  Clark App. No. 2020-CA-62; T.C. Case No. 2019-CR-695 
Panel:   Tucker, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:  Michael L. Tucker 
Summary: Appellant has not demonstrated any deficiency in his plea hearing 

that would render his guilty plea invalid. The trial court’s 
misstatement that a potential driver’s licence suspension applied to 
three charges against appellant rather than two was not prejudicial 
where the trial court made clear that any suspensions would be 
concurrent and later imposed no suspension at all. The record does 
not reflect that appellant was confused by the trial court’s addressing 
the charges to which he was pleading guilty as well as charges and 
specifications that were being dismissed. The trial court had no 
obligation to tell appellant that a guilty plea would waive his ability to 
challenge the withdrawal of his motion to suppress. The record does 
not portray ineffective assistance of counsel based on appellant’s 
attorney’s withdrawing his suppression motion, failing to investigate 
or to present any mitigating evidence at sentencing, or failing to 
provide appellant with full discovery or to inform him that a guilty plea 
would waive his ability to raise suppression issues on appeal. In 
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imposing consecutive sentences, the trial court did not err in 
considering the undisputed facts underlying appellant’s drug-
possession convictions. Those facts established that appellant 
possessed drugs with the purpose of reselling them rather than using 
them personally. The trial court reasonably concluded that this made 
appellant’s offenses relatively more serious and increased the need 
to protect the public from future crime. Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  In re Adoption of O.K.M. 
Case No:  Greene App. No. 2021-CA-8; T.C. Case No. 11186AD 
Panel:   Tucker, Welbaum, Epley 
Author:  Michael L. Tucker 
Summary: Appellee is the biological mother of the child appellant seeks to 

adopt.  The probate court concluded that appellant had not sustained 
her burden to establish, by clear and convincing evidence, that 
appellee’s failure to have contact with the child in the year before the 
adoption petition was filed was without justifiable cause.  This 
conclusion was not against the manifest weight of the evidence.  
Judgment affirmed.  

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Jason Michael Casto 
Case No:  Champaign App. No. 2019-CA-28; T.C. Case No. 2019-CR-235 
Panel:   Tucker, Welbaum, Epley 
Author:  Michael L. Tucker 
Summary: Appellant asserts that the sentence imposed by the trial court 

violated the parties’ plea agreement, and, further, that trial counsel 
provided ineffective assistance by not objecting to the sentence or 
filing a motion to allow appellant to withdraw the plea.  But the record 
is silent regarding an agreed-upon sentence.  This silence is fatal to 
appellant’s arguments.  Judgment affirmed.     

  
Case Name:  In re M.S., B.S., J.S.  
Case No: Clark App. Nos. 2021-CA-12, 2021-CA-13, 2021-CA-14;  

T.C. Case Nos. 2014-157, 2014-158, 2019-547 
Panel:   Donovan, Hall, Epley       
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: The trial court did not err when it found that clear and convincing 

evidence supported awarding permanent custody of Mother’s 
children to a children services agency and terminating Mother's 
parental rights.  Although Mother made some effort to complete her 
case plan objectives, the record established that she failed to provide 
the children with safe and stable housing, failed to maintain stable 
employment, and regressed in family treatment because of her non-
prescribed use of gabapentin, a pain medication.  Judgments 
affirmed. 
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Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Stephone M. Brown 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 28966; T.C. Case No. 2019-CR-3395 
Panel:    Tucker, Donovan, Epley 
Author:   Christopher B. Epley 
Summary: Anders appeal.  A thorough review of the record reveals no arguably 

meritorious appellate issues regarding appellant’s negotiated plea or 
his agreed sentence.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


