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Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Paul N. Combs 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 28559; T.C. Case No. 2019-CR-132 
Panel:   Donovan, Froelich, Welbaum         
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: Appellant’s conviction for gross sexual imposition was supported by 

sufficient evidence and was not against the manifest weight of the 
evidence.  Ineffective assistance of counsel is not demonstrated in 
defense counsel’s withdrawal of his hearsay objection to the 
testimony of the victim’s step-father about the victim’s statements to 
him; the victim’s statements were admissible as excited utterances. 
Ineffective assistance of counsel also is not demonstrated in defense 
counsel’s failure to voir dire or object to the testimony of the State’s 
expert in child psychology and child sexual abuse; her testimony was 
admissible under Evid. R. 702, and she did not offer a direct opinion 
as to the victim’s truthfulness.  Defense counsel cross-examined the 
victim’s mother about the victim’s global disability disorder, and his 
failure to call an expert on the issue did not establish ineffective 
assistance.  Judgment affirmed. 

     
Case Name:  Village at the Greene v. Robert Smith, et al. 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 28762; T.C. Case No. 2019-CV-2258 
Panel:    Tucker, Froelich, Hall 
Author:   Jeffrey E. Froelich 
Summary:  In an action by a nursing facility to recover the amount of a resident’s 

unpaid bills, the trial court did not err by entering summary judgment 
in favor of the resident’s son, who signed the contract with the 
nursing facility as resident’s “representative” and who resigned as 
the resident’s attorney-in-fact prior to judgment. In executing the 
contract, the son expressly declined to voluntarily assume personal 
responsibility for the resident’s charges. The nursing facility 
acknowledged that the son executed the contract pursuant to a 
power of attorney granted by the resident, and it did not plead or 
demonstrate that the son was subject to personal liability as attorney-
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in-fact under the statutory exceptions at R.C. 1337.092(B). 
Furthermore, the nursing facility’s attempt to hold the son personally 
liable for the resident’s expenses based on the son’s alleged breach 
of contract terms requiring the son to pay those expenses from the 
resident’s assets and his alleged failure to cooperate in securing 
Medicaid benefits contravened federal and state law prohibiting the 
imposition of personal liability on those bases.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Robert Lequan Stanton   
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 28574; T.C. Case No. 2019-CR-1092  
Panel:    Donovan, Froelich, Welbaum 
Author:   Jeffrey E. Froelich 
Summary:  The trial court did not err in denying appellant’s motion to suppress.  

The officers saw a car that had fled from them a few days earlier 
parked at a store; while parked, the car’s engine was running, but it 
was unoccupied.  The car had dark tinted windows and was playing 
music loudly.  The officers reasonably believed that appellant was 
the driver of the vehicle when he exited the store, walked to the 
driver’s door, and stopped.  The officers reasonably stopped and 
detained appellant to investigate possible criminal violations 
connected with the car.  Judgment affirmed.  

 
Case Name:  Jennifer L. Johnson v. David L. Johnson 
Case No:  Greene App. No. 2019-CA-58; T.C. Case No. 2016-DR-171 
Panel:    Tucker, Froelich, Hall 
Author:   Michael T. Hall 
Summary:  The trial court exceeded the scope of our remand by imputing 

additional income to appellant, but the error was harmless because 
it did not affect appellant’s support obligations. The trial court did not 
err in determining that appellant’s inheritance was marital property. 
The trial court did err by ordering appellant to seek work, because 
the court did not have statutory authority to enter the seek-work 
order. The trial court also erred by ordering appellee to pay appellant 
his share of her tax refund, offset by her share of his tax debt. 
Judgment affirmed as modified. 

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Marquan K. Johnson 
Case No:  Montgomery App. Nos. 28505 & 28506; T.C. Case Nos. 2018-CR-

4250 & 2019-CR-2358 
Panel:    Tucker, Froelich, Hall  
Author:   Michael T. Hall 
Summary:  Depriving appellant of his right of allocution until after oral 

pronouncement of his sentence constituted harmless error. When 
the oversight was brought to the trial court’s attention, it gave 
appellant ample opportunity to say whatever he wanted. Appellant 
took advantage of the opportunity and spoke at length in mitigation 
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of his sentence. The trial court listened and considered what he said, 
as evidenced by its interaction with him. Under these circumstances, 
appellant was not prejudiced by any violation of Crim.R. 32(A)(1). 
Judgment affirmed.  

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Equan Anderson, Jr. 
Case No:  Clark App. No. 2019-CA-80; T.C. Case No. 2019-CR-506 
Panel:   Donovan, Hall, Welbaum     
Author:  Jeffrey M. Welbaum 
Summary: The trial court did not err by imposing consecutive sentences for 

appellant’s two protection order violations, nor did the trial court err 
by sentencing appellant to an aggregate five-year prison term, as the 
trial court’s sentencing decision was not contrary to law or clearly and 
convincingly unsupported by the record.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
 
 
  
 
 


